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Vigo County Public Library 


SCULFTCR WHO CARVED LOCAL MONUMENT DIES 


Rudolph Schwarz designed shaft in Court House yard 


and other notable works. 


2 
o 
Rudolph Schwarz, the sculptor who designed the S 
soldiers’ monument at the northeast corner of the А 
y 

Court House square, the soldiers’ and sailors’ 
monument in Indianapolis, and various other works, is e 
dead at his home in Indianapolis, according to dispatches 


from there. Death came at 3 O'clock Sunday afternoon, 


after the sculptor had been 111 about two weeks with 


< 


asthma. He was 46 years old. 


Mr. Schwarz's death closed ‘a career that, although 


r 
not extended, was marked by successful achievements = 
C 
and held promise of greater works. 3 
с 


Mr. Schwarz was born in Vienna in 1866 and was of 
an old Austrian family, which bobjected seriously in | 
his becoming a sculptor. Mr. Schwarz overrode the 
objections, however, and for six years was a Баа Ц 
at the Amperial Academy in Vienna. Аве the conclusion 
of that course, he decided definitely on his work in 
life and went to Berlin, where he became a pupil of 
Geiger and Eberlein and later of Bruno Schmitz, who 
designed the "War" and "Peace" groups for the Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ monument. 

He was engaged at the tire of his death on monuments 
to be erected in Vincennes and Princeton. The contracts 
for the monuments were awarded Mr. Schwarz about a monthf£ 


ago. -- T. H. Tribune, April 16, 17, or 18, 1912. 
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Cornerstone of/Courthouse in TH (northeast corner of bldg.) 


"Commissioners:J.DeBaun, J.F.Roedel, J.W.Wilson,Martin K. Lee 
C.F.MeNutt, attorney; Andrew We Grines, auditor 1884 " 


"Samuel Hannaford, Architect 

Contractors: Тегве Haute Stone Works Company 

J.P.Lyne, Pres.; J.F.Gullck, Sec & Treas.; £.D.Chadwick,Supt. 
This cornerstone laid by Robert Van Valzah, P.G.M. 

of the Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons August 28,1884" 
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Bust of ...on top of stone monument (northeast corner of Square) 


"Colonel Richard W. Thonpson 
June 9,1809 - Feb.9,1900 
Orator Statesman 

Patriot Friend" 
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Monument on northeast corner of Court House Square Васа. EF E 


on east side of monument: 


"In memory/of the/patriotism and valor/of the/Soldiers в. ‘Sailors of · 
Vigo County/in the War of 1861-1865," 


on South side of monument: TIO D NC ELA VADE Led 
"Soldiers rest thy warfare o'er, n yel Dd I S 
Sleep the sleep that knows no breaking, 3 
Dream of battle fields no more, 

Days of danger-nights of waking," 


on west side of monument: 


"Erected by the board/of/Commissioners of Vigo ЗАИР, апа 2 the/ 
Vigo County Monument Association/ A.D.1909." 


on north side of monument: 

"On fame's eternal camping ground, 

Their silent tnets are spread, AGRE: 
And glory guards with solemn round РАР 
the bivouac of the dead." : ; А 


Mineral water fountain on Dresser Drive: i> 
"Mineral water fountain constructed 1937 
Board of Park Commissioners: 

Sam Beecher,Mayor 

Lillian White, Pres, 

Ben Becker, Vice~Pres. 

Guy Spantz, Sect, 

Anton Hulman,dr. 

Richard A.Wey,Supt of Parks" 


(same list of park commissioners on marker on one end of Chauncey Rose 
Memorial Plaza - ln addition: architects, Miller & Yeager" 


` over 


.8 sane На драдала Plaza: 


yes х MOTTO PAPA thats eric are At MORE SE ER 

tonauncey. Rose Memorial Plaza. get iss TEE a < 
Planned and Dedicated by the Banks of the Eee Assoc tation : 
To perpetuate ХХ the memory Tory “those. who oy their generous material 
gifts пате enlarged the spiritual, educational, пувта ше and, 
recrontional life of this community" (no date) 
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VIGO COUNTY SOLDIERS' AND SAILOR'S MONUMENT 


(From an article dated May 22, 1910, clipped from a Terre Haute 
newspaper, and pasted in scrapbook #79, p102) 


Тпеге is a large picture of the monument, with a caption 
"Soldier's Monument Will Be Dedicated Wednesday" 
Under the picture is this short paragraph: 

"The beautiful Vigo County Soldier's and Sailor's monu- 
ment, built by Wey & Barcus, Terre “aute monument dealers, 
Which will be dedicated Wednesday with imposing ceremonies, 
represents the persistent and faithful work of a band of 
local soldiers. The idea of the monument was conceived 38 
years ago. The first sod was turned by Major Crawford, May 
13, 1909. The monument represents aniexpenditure of about 
227 000 2! 


ibid, p98 


WEY & BARCUS OF СЕВНЕ HAUTE ERECT SHAFT 
WHERE RECRUITS ENLISTED. 


"On famés eternal camping ground, 
Their silent tents are spread, 
And glory guards with solemn round, 

The bivouac of the dead", 


"No more fitting words could have been inscribed on the 
bronze tablet that now adorns the north side of the soldirs'! 
and sailors! monument than this stanza of that immortal poem, 
written by an old soldier. 

None, excepting those who went through it, can possiblg 
realize the time that has been spent, the work that has been 
done and the meny schemes that were resorted to by the hand- 
ful of men that started the movement which resulted in the 
erection of the magnificent shaft, which will be dedicated 
Wednesday afternoon. 

No one seems to remember who offered the first suggestion 
regarding the erection of a monument, although those who 
yet survive are inclined to give the credit to Frank Crawford 
end Newton Rankin. The first funds, which were afterward to 
become the foundation of the monument fund, were solicited in 
May, 1866, although at the time ро one dreamed of it develop- 
ing into a fund for that purpose. 


First Money Secured in 1866 

It was in "ay of that year that General Logan, then national 
commander of the Grand Army of the Revublic, issued his proc&ama- 
tion, setting apart May 30 as the day for decorating the grawes 
of soldiers. The soldiers of Vigo County теє and organized 
for that purpose and appointed committees to look after all 
necessary arrangements. Those who were on the finance committee 
te-leek-Rfbtes-all-nee solicited about $200 from the merchants 
and citizens and after paying all expenses incurred on that 
occasion, found that they had a balance of about $35 left. 
This amount continued to grow until some time in 1872, when 
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Frank Crawford, Newton Rankin, Nick Filbeck am Issac Pearce 
met in Judge Pearce's office and talked over the possibility 
of organizing a monumental c.ommission, starting with the 
funds that were then on deposit in the bank, and on June 89, 
1872, they called a meeting of a number of men who were then 
interested in the suggestion at the Filbeck Hote], and formed 
the Vigo County Monumental association, 

Those who met on that occasion were Е. C. Crawford, M. C. 
Rankin, Isaac N. Pearce, John Kappenheimer, James Q'Mara, 
George A. Hayward, Alex Thomas, I. Г. Mahan, C. W. Deddleston, 
Nick Filbeck, T. С. Buntin, FP. Schwingrouber and John Paddock.. 
The board o.f directors selected were Е. C. Crawford, M. C. 
Rankin, John Kuppenheimer, Nick Filbeck, George Hayward, A. 
Royse, I. N. Pearce, James O'Mara and W. W. Casto. This 
board then elected Р. C. Crawford president, George Hayward 
vice president, S. Royse secretary and M. C. Rankin treasurer. 


Early Dreams were Modervst. 


At the time of the organization no one had the remotest 
idea that they would ever be able to build such a magnificent 
monument as was eventually made possible. They were all of 
the opinion that if $5000 could be raised they would be satis- 
fied to erect а sheft to cost that much. 

One of the first schemes adopted was to induce every 
Vigo County soldier to become a member of the association and 
pay into the treasury the sum of $1, this to be applied to the 
fund. This plan failed to interest very many and at no time 
has the ass_—ociation exceeded 25 in number аћјаъ present the 
membership is less than 15. This was discouraging to the 
organization, but they did not give up. The next move was to 
solicit furds by popular subscription arm while the citizens 
responde with sone degree of liberality, the sum collected 
was far from sufficient to be encouraging, as they wes now no 
other source from which they could expect revenue. About this 
time the board of directors of the organization met and decided 
to ask the county commissioners for a strip of graound at the 
northeast corner of the courthouse square, for the purpose of 
eredving the monument there when their fund was of sufficient 
size to warrant its being erected. 

In 1885 Isaac Г. Pearce was selected to go before the 
commissioners, after considering the petition, granted the 
request. 

Numerous public meetings were then held in an effort to 
bring new members into the organization and repeated appeals 
were mede to the Grand Army posts throughout the county, but 
with no success, The fund, which by this time, reached the sum 
of $1700, was deposited in the Trust Company, where it would 
draw interest. 

From 1880 up until 1895 the fund increased to $2700 through 
private donations and the interest accumulation, In this year 
the organization was incorporated under the laws of Indiana, 
chartered md empowered to do business as a legal body. 


Investment Proves Profitable. 


Two years later an opportunity presented itself for the 
investing of the funds then on hand and after close investigation 
the organization borrowed $500 and purchased a square of the 
Early estate, near the cemetery, paying $3200 for it. In the 
purchase the building of a monument was not lost sight of and the 
wisdom of the investment was shown when a few years later it 
was sold for $4300. 

The organization had by this time outzrown the $5000 idea 
and bigger things were dreamed of and planned for by those who 
builded the burid to-its present mark. 

At this time (1895) the Indtana General Assembly passed 
a law empowerirg the commissioners to appropriate morey for the 
purpose of building monuments оп a petition of a majority of 
the legal voters of the county. While none of the members of 
the organization will admit that the organization itself was in 
any way respoBsible for the passage of this law, a knowing 
smile alwavs lights up the face of a member when questioned 
closely anc no further information on the subject is obtain- 
able. However, it is a known fact that immediately after the 
passage of the act, the monumental commission appointed committees 
which mede a thorough canvass of the county, and as the law 
provided thet the majority was to be based on the number of votes 
cast at the previous general election, ard as the vote at that 
election was very light as compared with a full vote, it made 
the canvass much easier than if a full vote had been cast the 
year before. Yet, according to those who had the circulating 
of the petition in charge, much pressure was brought to bear 
against the proposition and it wes only by the combined efforts 
of the entire organization, often working far into the night, 
bringing every influence possible into the scheme, that the 
organization finally won out and the required number of names were 
secured, 


Petition Guarded Jealously. 


Th at petition was a precious docume to the commission 
between the tine when the last signature was writtenand when it 
was as presented to the county commissioners and it was guarded 
with jealous care. 1 

The petition was presented to the commissfoners with a 
request for $20,000 and after due consideration the amount was 
granted. There was now joy among members of the organization, 
for at last their fondest hopes were to be realized - after 
years of labor, time and expense. It is well to say that at 
no time was ever a penny of the fund touched for expenses for any 
purpose, each man paying his own expenses whatever they might be, 
The ‘sacred fund,' as they named it, remained intact, every penny 
that was ever donated or solicited being accounted for. 

The saying, "That it never rains but it pours,” was verified 
about this time by the donation of Colonel A. B. Crane,, Colonel 
of the Eighty-fifth Indiana Volunteers, who sent $500 to be added 
to the fund. A little later, by the will.of the late Colonel 
William E. McLean, another $2000 was added, making the tosal 
amount of the furd $27,000. 


"Now that the monument was sure to be erected, many of the 
citizens sugzested that the city park at Fourteenth Street and 
Wabash avenue was the most suitable place for it 560 be placed. 
They brought much pressure to bear in favor of this plan , but 
to no avail. To all these suggestions, petitions and committee 
waitings, inffavor of change in loeation for the monument, they 
gave courteous hearing, but there was a sentiment which clustered 
‘round the plot of ground that had been granted to them 20 
years before, а sentinent that was unexplainable to any except 
these who had helped in the early struggle of raising funds. 
It was on this spot that, 50 years before, many of them walked 
up and to the music of fife and drum sighed their names, pledg- 
ing their livves to the service of their country. Although there 
were many who thought the commission would be influenced and 
erect the monument tn the city park, yet there never was a 
moment when any other реа was considered or thought of by the 
commission. 

Design Matter of Discussion. 

The next discussion what came up had to do with the design 
for the monument am the material from which it sh ould be 
constructed, А short time before. the commission took up this 
matter Isaac Pearce attended the dedication of the monument 
which was erected on the battle graound of Tippecanoe. He was 
so impréeessed with its beauty and grandeur that he had little 
trouble in convincing the other members of the Vigo association 
th,at the right material to be used was white granite, from the 
quarries at Barre, Vermont, Mr. Pearce made a second trip and 
was even more favorable impressed the second visit than on the 
first. A nu mber of architects were invited to draw up the 
plans, 18 competing in the effort to get the contract. 

When the designs were gone over, the architect who had 
drafted the plans for the Tippecanoe monument was given the 
contract ard it, with a few minor details, is of the same 
design. The plans cost 2600, which was paid br the association. 
Bids fort he constructionswere then advertised for and six 
firms sent in their bids, ' After going over these bids carefully, 
the contract was awarded to Wey & Barcus, a local firm and whose 
bid was $21,826. 

The monument was completed a short time ago, 38 vears 
after its first conception in the minds of the soldiers of Vigo 
County. Of the 17 men who met on that memorable occasion at the 
Filbeck Hotel and f “meä the Vigo County Monumental Association 
only four survive: Nick Filbeck, Frank Crawford, Isaac N. 
paarde "anoo l Г. Mahan, 
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TERRE HAUTE FIRST NATIONAL BANK HISTORY ARTICLE SERIES 


THE SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' MONUMENT 


Situated at the northeast corner of the Vigo County Courthouse lawn 
stands the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument, dedicated to the soldiers and 
sailors of Vigo County who served in the Civil War. 

The Monument was a project of the Vigo County Memorial Association and 
the Board of County Commissioners. In March 1909 the contract for the building 
of the monument was awarded to Wey and Barcus of Terre Haute. This marked 
the first actual step in the establishment of the monument, the result of 
30 years labor on the part of the veteran soldiers of the county. 

Rudolf Swartz was selected as sculptor of the monument. He also made 
the bronze statues for the Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument in Indianapolis. 
The five figures on the Terre Haute monument are a sailor, a cavalryman, 
an artilleryman, an infantryman, and a color bearer. The color bearer sur- 
mounts the monument at a height of eleven feet-eight inches. The total height 
of the monument and figure is seventy-six feet. The other four figures adorn 
either of the four sides of the base of the monument. Those figures each 
measure six feet-eight inches. 

Members of the Vigo County Memorial Association committee in charge of 
the work were Major F.C. Crawford, Judge Joshua Jump, Isaac Pierce, Captain 
Haley, Nicholas Filbeck, Karl Krietenstein, Jesse Robinson, and Lawrence 
Burget. 

Veterans of the Civil War numbering 100 strong gathered on the courthouse 
lawn on the afternoon of May 12, 1909 to attend the formal ground-breaking 
ceremony. The first spade of dirt was turned by Major Crawford. The Reverend 
U.G. Leazenby, selected because of his father's record as a soldier, offered 
a prayer. The address was given by Judge Jump who spoke on the qualities of 


the veterans and their sacrifices for what they believed to be right. 


Зу Je Adams 


The dedication of the monument occurred during the week of the state 
encampment of the G.A.R. held in Terre Haute in May 1910. On May 25, 1910 
the monument was officially presented to the county in a two-hour program 
of prayers, speeches, and music that followed a huge parade from 8th and Ohio 
to the courthouse lawn. 

In 1978 there was some discussion on possibly moving the monument to make 
way for the development of a government plaza in the area. However, the 
Vigo County Commissioners denied the proposition because the location of the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument had historical significance as it marked the 
spot where Vigo County men marched up to enlist in the Union Army during the 


Civil War. 
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not А в moved: Commissioners 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


"The soldiers and sailors 
monument on the courthouse 
lawn is going to stay right 
where it is," the Vigo County 
Commissioners have stated 
firmly. 

The possibility of moving the 
historic landmark to another 
site had been discussed Monday 
with planners concerned with 
the development of a govern- 
ment plaza in the area around 
city hall and the courthouse. 

No way, the commissioners 
John A. Scott, Terry Brentl- 
inger and Frank Kaperak as- 
serted. 


REFERENCE 


The location of the mon- 
ument has historic signifi- 
cance, they report. If that were 
not sufficient reason in itself, 
the cost of moving the towering 
Structure (estimated at about 
$100,000) would be another, 
they emphasized. 

In planning for the develop- 
ment of a block-long govern- 
ment complex north of the 
courthouse, suggestions had 
been made to relocate the mon- 
ument several feet to the north, 
to center on Wabash Avenue, or 
at the center of the “Y,” the 
west boundary of the complex. 

"We want the monument to 
stay right where it is," the 
commissioners agreed. 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Vigo County Publlc Library 


The location marks the spot 
where Vigo County men 
marched up, to the beating of a 
drum, to enlist in the Union 
Army during the Civil War, 
according to local historian 
Dorothy J. Clark. 


Originally, the monument 
was to have been erected on 
land (now the Rea School 
grounds) across from Weod- 
lawn Cemetery. The site had 
been purchased, Mrs. Clark 
said, but prevailing public opin- 
ion favored placing it at the 
exact location where Vigo 
County men had enlisted from 
1861 to 1865. 

Years in the planning and 


construction, the design was 
chosen in a competition. It is 
similar to the Battle of Tip- 
pecanoe monument in Lafa- 
yette. ; 

“It’s built like a fortress," 
Mrs. Clark noted, adding the 
"limestone and concrete base 
goes deep.” The cavalry, infan- 
try, navy and artillery are rep- 
resented in the copper statuary 
on the four corners. Towering 
above all is the statue of Gov. 
Oliver P. Morton, who served 
during the Civil War. 

The monument cost $21,826. 
It was erected by the Board of 
Vigo County Commissionsrs 
and the Vigo County Monu- 
mental Association in 1909. 

The inscription reads: “In 
memory of the patriotism and 
valor of the soldiers and sailors 
of Vigo County in the war of 
1861-1865.” 

The formal dedication was 
conducted on May 25, 1910, dur- 
ing an encampment of the 
Grand Army of the Republic 
(GAR) in Terre Haute. The 
ceremony was a highlight of 
that gathering of Civil War 
veterans here. 

Builders of the monume- 
were Wey and Barcus. Oth 
names listed on the markers 
are those of the county com- 
missioners — Louis P. 
Seeburger, Arthur T. Jones and 
Thomas Ryan — and the 
auditor, Nathan G. Wallace. 
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Monument Honors Vigo . 
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Civil War SoldielEi toy 


by DOROTHY J. CLARK 


.. Whenever local history teachers assign the writing of a theme or essay on some local. 
historical site or famous person, my telephone starts to ring. There are always some stu- 


dents who need help or advice in locating research material on their subject. 


Most recently requests came in for information about the Soldiers and Sailors Monu- 
ment on our Courthouse lawn at Third and Wabash. Probably many people never gave 


the monument a second 
glance until the unnecessary 


publicity caused by Ше” 


‘Don’t Spit 
On the Monu- 
ment" signs 
that were | 
placed on it | 
for a short 
time. The 
signs occa- 
sioned sarcas- 
tic comments 
in newspap- 
ers аз far 
away as San 
Diego, Calif., 


Dorothy J. Clark 
before they were removed. 


Tourists stopped to take 
photographs of the curious 
warnings. 

The first funds to erect 
this Civil War memorial 
were solicited in May, 1866 
—the same year General Lo- 
gan, national commander of 
the GAR, set May 30 as the 
day to decorate the graves of 
soldiers. 


Funds Are Problem. 


The fund grew until 1872 
when Frank Crawford, New- 
ton Rankin, and Nicholas 
Filbeck met with Judge Isaac 
N. Pierce in his office and 
discussed further plans. A 
meeting was held in June at 
the Filbeck Hotel. of these 
men and a small group of 
other interested citizens. 

This little group wondered 
if it was possible to raise 
$5,000, and, if so, they would 
content themselves with how- 
ever large a monument that 
sum would provide. First 
they tried to get every Civil 
War veteran to join their As- 
sociation and pay one dollar 
yearly dues. This scheme was 
,only partly successful. 

In 1880 there was only 
$1.700 in the fund. By 1895 
there was $2,700. This was 
the year that the Indiana 
General Assembly passed a 


The dedicated but dwin- 
dling group got up a petition 
and presented it to the Vigo 
County Commissioners  re- 
questing twenty thousand dol- 
lars. The amount was granted, 
and at the same time came 
a donation from Col. A. B. 


‘Crane of the 85th Indiana 


Volunteers of $500. Added to 
this was a bequest of $2,000 


| from the will of the late 


Col. Wm. E. McLean. Now 
the fund totaled $27,000. 


Location Undecided. 


About this time pressure: 
being exerted to have the 
monument placed in the park | 
at 14th and Wabash, but 
there was great sentiment 
attached to the plot of ground 
at the northeast corner of 
the Courthouse Square which 
had been set aside for this 
purpose by the Vigo county 
officials. This was the exact 
Spot where many of the 


former Civil War soldiers | 
had walked up, and, to the | 
musie of fife and drum, 
signed their names, pledging 
their lives to the service of 
their country. The committee 
was firm in their belief that | 
the monument was to be prop- 
erly placed on the enlistment | 


site. 
money had become available, 


Judge Pierce had attended 
the dedication of the monu- 


ment at the Tippecanoe Bat- | 


tle-ground and was impressed 


with its beauty. Не was con- gi 


vinced that the right material 


to use was the white granite 
from the quarries at Barre, | 


Vermont. Eighteen architects 
competed in drawing designs. 
The same man who drew 
plans for the Tippecanoe 
monument won the competi- 
tion and was paid $600 for 


his work. 
Contract for $21,000. 


A short time before the Wd 


Judge Pierce's office when’ 
the monument was only a 
dream in the minds of the 
old soldiers the monument 
was completed. Of the seven- 
teen men who met on that 
occasion, only four remained 
to see the dream realized— 
Frank Crawford, Nicholas 
Filbeck, I. L. Mahan and 
Judge Isaac N. Pierce. 

The dedication of the new 
monument was set during the 
week of the state encamp- 
ment of the GAR held here 
in Terre Haute in May, 1910. 
On Wednesday, May 25th, the 
monument was officially pre- 
sented by the Monument As- 
sociation to the county. Fol- 
lowing a huge parade from 
Eighth and Ohio to the 
Courhouse lawn, the digni- 
taries took their places on 
the platform erected on the 
east steps of Ше Court- 
house. The First Regimental 
Band along with the Clinton 
Glee Club were stationed in 
back with the speakers in 
front. Major Frank C. Craw- 
ford, president of the Asso- 
ciation, acted as chairman. 

The two-hour program in- 
cluded prayers, speeches 
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Bids for construction were. " E li 
advertised and six firms sub- "n 
mitted bids. The contract was 
awarded to Wey and Barcus, | 
a local firm, on figure of 
$21,826. Thirty-eight years 
after the first meeting in| 


law empowering the county 
commissioners to appropriate 
money for the purpose of 
building monuments. 


-metine Fairbanks Мет, Library 


the Vigo County Courthouse, 


SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ MONUMENT on the lawn of 


Emeline. Fairhanks Mie 'th--- 


OMy 
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Stonework erpetu a 


an's desires to perpetuate 
M his memory and the deeds 

he performed was fulfilled 
in the stone monuments he erected 
following the wars he survived. 

Within a few years after a 
conflict, a rash of new monuments 
would break out all over the 
country. The expensive Soldiers 
and Sailors monument in the 
Circle at Indianapolis is a good 
example. The smaller one on the 
lawn of the Vigo County 
Courthouse in Terre Haute, de- 
dicated May 25, 1910, is a good 
example on a county level. 

The monument here cost more 
than $25,000. The bust of Col. 
Richard W. Thompson nearby was 
erected by his long associates and 
friends at the bar of the county 
courts. 

High about these two hangs a 
monument or memorial to Col. 
Francis Vigo who left $500 in his 
will for the bell in the courthouse 
tower. A proper inscription was 
cast on the bell giving him credit. 

The first so-called living 
memorial in town was Memorial 


monumental effort 


L.C 


Historically speaking 


Clark retired as 
The Tribune-Star 
women's editor in 
1980. She has 
written a loce! his- 
tory column for 30 
years. She is Vigo 
County Historian. 


By Dorothy J. Clark 
Special to The Tribune-Star 


Stadium erected in honor of the 
World War I soldiers. A number of 
our city parks are named in honor 
of some of the citizens whose lives 
were given largely to the better- 
ment of the community. Some were 
named for the donor, others for 
those who pushed for their 
establishment, and still others 
have had their names changed 
because of pressure brought to bear 
on the city council. 

Tombstones are monuments to 


tmorials 
individuals. Woodlawn Cemetery 
established in 1838 contains the 
dead of every war the United 
States has been involved in from 
the Revolutionary War to the more 
recent conflicts. 

The imposing statue of an elk in 
Highland Lawn marks the last 
resting place of many dedicated 
members of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. 

A small monument was erected 
in the circle of Woodlawn Cemetery 
by the federal government for the 
soldiers of the Confederate Army 
who died as prisoners of war in 
Terre Haute. 

A memorial circle in Highland 
Lawn was planned by Civil War 
veterans and was dedicated to 
soldiers of that war. 

The John Morton Chapter, Sons 
of the American Revolution, de- 
dicated a government marker in 
1913 at the grave of Joseph 


Dickson, Revolutionary War 
veteran buried in Grandview 
Cemetery. 


Fort Harrison Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolu- 


€ 


„7 и : 
"189 County Publi 


tion, has marked the graves of 
several local Revolutionary War 
veterans with marble headstones 
and ceremonies. The ladies also 
laced a bronze tablet on Hook 
hool, Fourth and Mulberry 
streets, in 1923. It was the first 
public school in Terre Haute. 


all the bronze tablets in 
Terre Haute. One was placed 

at the entrance of Indiana State 
Normal School’s library in 1920 in 
honor of the students who served in 
World War I and in special memory 
of the 17 men who gave their lives. 
A table commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of President William 
W. Parson’s connection with 
Normal was dedicated in the 
library in 1920. Another table was 
placédi there honoring Albert R. 
Charmen, a distinguished teacher. 
Lucy W. Monninger (1878-1900), 

a teacher at Collett School, 10th 
and Linden streets, was re- 
membered with a marker in 
memory of her ability as a teacher. 
A tablet was erected on the 


O ne wonders what became of 


lic Library 


мо а аа 
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campus of Wile 


High School by 
the school boar 


in 1924 to honor 
osiah Т. Scoville, M.D. 

M.A., (1841-1915), 

soldier, eminent scientist, master 

teacher.” 

The monument to Claude 
Herbert, hero of the downtown 
department store fire where he lost 
his life in 1898, was a public 
drinking fountain erected at Fifth 
and Wabash. It had been damaged 
by runaway horses and 
automobiles so often it was moved 
for safekeeping to the area between 
City Hall and the courthouse. 

The first memorial tree planting 
took place in 1921 when the 
Greater Terre Haute Club planted 
253 trees on 25th Street between 
Hulman Street and Margaret 
Avenue in memory of the Vigo 
County men who died during 
World War I 

An iron framework in the shape 
of an umbrella and covered with 
vines was located in Collett Park 
by the city and dedicated to Fred A. 
Ross, gallant Civil War soldier and 
ideal mayor. Later a stone monu- 


A.B., 
Civil War 


ment was erected in Highland” 
Lawn to the memory of Mayor Ross 
by his friends. ге: 

Paul Dresser (1859-1906), com-" 
peer of Indiana’s state song, “ 

e Banks of the Wabash, Рат" 
> has been honored with: 
local monuments = 
Dresser Drive along the пуег, е 
monument circle 700 feet -in* 
diameter at the west end of the 
Wabash Avenue bridge, and hiv 
restored birthplace used ав я 
museum at First and Farringtotr’ 
streets. A state highway marker-i8- 
placed in front of the museum. ** 

Other highway markers honor: 
George Rogers Clark, the site -of 
Fort Harrison and its historic 
cemetery, the site of Camp Vigo: 
north of Collett Park where the“ 
14th, 31st and 43rd regiments оё: 
Indiana infantry trained during 
the Civil War (there should be one’ 
to honor Camp Dick Thompson, 
another Civil War training cam 
Poplar and Brown). Evens 
German gun captured at Bouci 
by French troops in World War} 
a local monument. E 
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storic Background That Is Behind ^ 


The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument 


Vow 2%, IAS 


Anna Bowles Wiley. F. С. Crawford was chosen ав 

president, George Hayward, vice 

As one walks backward down ths president, S. Royse, secretary, an d 
path of time and gathers souvenirs M. C. Rankin, treasurer 

of past years and people now gath-| One of the first plans was to en- 


ered to the dust, things and happen-|list every citizen as a pu WE 
ings, now housed in the archives of the organization at 51 а member, 


nal Da A of t с H r$ 
forgotten or taken for granted af- Brit ако She duo m EE ae 
{ fairs, appear in a different light, as 


exceed 25. 
issioners were 
their beginnings are understood and ao A T 
realized. | 


asked for a strip of ground in the 
court house yard, which was grant- 
Just recently, while going over! ед, “fhe board decided to purchase 
records which are fairly crumbling] 4 square of the Early estate near 
with age, we find how the Soldiers! the old cemetery and the sum paid 
and Sailors Monument, over which| was $3,200, ‘This was later sold for 
an agitation to move from the corner $4,300. 
| of the court house was started re-| ` 
cently, came to fruition. 
This monument, we discover, was 
the work of 38 long years. The fund 
to build it started in 1866, but the 
idea of à monument was not con- 
ceived until 1872. It would seem 
that this section takes its time to 
complete its memorials, witness the 
‘Paul Dresser memorial. 
| We find also that on the bronze 
tablet, which adorns the north side 
of the monument, contains the fitting 
words, which acted as inspiration 
for carrying on: 


. "On fame's eternal camping ground, 
Their silent tents are spread; 
And glory guards with solemn round, 
s The bivouac of the dead.” 


| ХА stanza from an immortal poem, 
written by an old soldier. 

< Only those who went through it 
‘could realize the time which was 
spent, the work that was done and 
the many plans made by a handful 
of men resulting in that magnificent 
shaft which was finally dedicated 
May 24, 1910. 


Early Days of Plan. 


~ Thirty-eight years it was in crys- 
talizing and no one at the dedica- 
tion seems to have remembered ; 
who offered the first suggestion for 
the monument, although we are told 
| that Frank Crawford and Newton 
Rankin were the moving spirits. 
In 1866 the first funds were gath- 
ered. It was in May of that year 
when General Logan, national com- 
mander of the Grand Army of the 
‘Republic, issued a proclamation for 
the decorating of soldiers’ graves. 
The soldiers of Vigo county met 
and organized for that purpose and 
appointed committees to look after 
all necessary arrangements. Two 
hundred dollars were solicited from 
merchants and citizens and after}, 
paying all expenses found that they | 
had $35 left. This fund formed the, 
nucleus for the fund and it contin- 
ued to grow until 1872 when Frank 
C Crawford, Newton Rankin, Nick 
“еск: and Isaac Pearce met іп |! 
he latter's office and organized aj 


Legislation Enacted. 


In 1895 the Indiana general as- 
sembly passed a law empowering 
the commissioners to appropriate 
money for the building of monu- 
ments on a petition of a majority 
of the legal voters of the county. 
A petition asking for an appropria- 
tion of $20,000 was granted after it 
was presented and about this time 
Col. A. B. Crane of the 85th Indiana 
Volunteers send a donation of $500 
to be added to the fund and a bit 
Jater the will of the late Col. Wil- 
lam E. McLean added $2,000, mak- 
ing a total fund of $27,000 "Then 
began an agitation among citizens 
as to the proper place to erect this. 
Some were of the opinion that this 
was at the city park at Fourteenth 
street and Wabash avenue. Meet- 
ings were held, pressure was brought 
to bear and a sentiment that it was 
on the corner, where the monument 
still stands where these soldiers to 
be honored marched up to the mu- 
sic of fife and drum to si their 
names and pledge their lives to the 
service of their country. Here the 
monument lifted its head. 

Then came the matter of design. 
Discussion varied as to this also. 
At last the monument erected on 
the battle ground of Tippecanoe was 
chosen as a model and the shaft of 
white granite from the quarries of 
Barre, Vermont, selected as the ma- 
terial. 

There were eighteen architects 
who figured on the building and 
Wey and Barcus built. the monu- 
nent for $21,826. 

When the monument was dedi- 
cated only four survived of the 
original group of men who met 38 
ears before at the Filbeck hotel— 


Pearce and I. L, Mahan. 
| The dedication took place during 
the time the thirty-fifth annual 
encampment of the Grand Army of 
the Republic was held here in May, 
1910. 
Governor Thomas R. Marshall, 
шаве I. N. Pearce, Col, А. B. Crane 


diana G. A. R. and Claude Bowers 
were the speakers for the occasion. 

A whole week's program was 
|planned for the encampment and 
Terre Haute men who prepared for 
the visit of the veterans, as shown 
in this historical sketch, have most 
of them been gathered to their 
forefathers. Nicholas Filbeck, gen- 
eral chairman; Major Frank C. 
‘Crawford, Oscar Rankin, W. H, 


led at the Filbeck hotel in June 
nd the Vigo County Monumental 
sociation was formed. 
— The additional men added to the 
first group named included M. C. 
] rankin, John Kuppenheimer, 
eorge A. Hayward, James O'Mara, 
x Thomas, I. L. Mahan, C. W. 
Duddleston, W. W. Castro, T. C. 
Buntin, Е. Schwingrouber and John 
addock. 


k Filbeck, Frank Crawford, Isaac 


mental commission, starting || 
“the funds already gathered. d f New York City, О. A. Somers, || 
he bank. Another а was||department commander of the In- 


4/4 ' / 

Wilby, public schools committee; 
Jesse Robertson, vehicle and parade; 
George W. Krletenstein, decora- 


S. McCoy, printing; Claude Bowers, 
press and advertising, now minis- 
ter to Span from the U. S. A.; A. 
W. Dudley, Bureau of Information; 
Mayor Louis Gerhardt, public order 
and comfort; M. H. Waters, music 
and medical corps; D. Russ Wood, 
invitation reception and transporta- 
tlon; Harry Hutton, 
and Hutton; Marx Myers 
George W. Miller, camp fires. 
rome W. Perry, secretarv: 
L. Stees, treasurer, 
fornia, and Horace T'une, vice presi- 
dent. 
Raise the Money. 


formerly Ford | members of the G 
and | ular homecoming 


Je- |. What citizens can rem fee the 
Haner |'Phillan Spira) Towa ef, men the 
now in Cali-| puan Spiral То Third it te 
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Final Review. 


At the K. of С. Hall Past Com- 


tions and privileges, still living; W.|mender Gil R. Stormont presided. 


The Knightstown S. and S. O. band 
furnished music and practically the 
same program was repeated. Miss 
Gertrude Seeley of Ft. Wayne 
added a recitation, — j 
There was a huge parade and 
| each day there were free acts for 
the public at the shows for the en- 
campment was not confined to 
"v R. but a reg- 
was the resu't. 


fween Second and T reet 
reet or 
the diving dog at Fifth and Wa- 
bash, or maybe the leaping be- 
tween the gap at Elghth and Ninth 


These men worked for 13 months | Streets. 


| to ralse the money and make the 
| plans for the encampment an 
dedication. Again the first meet- 
ing was held at the Filbeck Hotel, 
historic old hostelry, which, rebuilt, 
still is standing and doing busi- 
ness. Here so many adventures: 
were planned, civic and political 
and social. A general executive 
committee was formed, Nicholas 
| Filbeck, general chairman; repre- 
sentatives from the Young Busia 
ness Man's club,- the Commercial 

Club, the Retail Merchants Авво- 
ciation and the Manufacturers 

club, and the work was divided into 

17 sections with а committee as- 
signed to each. 

А. Herz was named chairman of 
the finance committee. Mayor 
James Lyons, then in office, at the 
heginning assisted by Spencer F. 
Ball, did much work on the com- 
mittee of raising the funds. 

The whole week was full of in- 
teresting happenings and the town 
| taken over by distinguished vis- 
Ногв. Ex-Judge Samuel M. Hench 
| of Fort Wayne, Henry В. Sherman 
of Greensburg, both men candidates 
for department commander. 

i It was along about this time that 
the first resolution was passed by 
the men who had established the 
soldiers’ and sailors’ monument 
that the Old Curiosity Shop be 
purchased and made a permanent 
hall for the G. A. R. Claude Bow- 
ers wrote the resolution, which was 
adopted unanimously. 

The streets were given over to 
a street fair, sort of an entertain- 

ment, and these shows agreed to 

pay the association $25 a stand, 
and this was turned over the the 

Memorial Hall'fund. How many 
of you remember the way Memorial 
| Hall was purchased? 

The general headquarters of the 
| delegates, who rolled in by hun- 
dreds, was at the German Meth- 
odist Church, Fifth and Mulberry 
streets, now Calvary Methodist 
Episcopal. Two campfires werd 
held, ona at Centenary Methodist 
Episcopal, with Department Com- 
mander Orlando A. Sommers pre- 
siding. There was organ music 
and the singing of patriotic songs. 
Louis Katzenbach sang. An ad- 
dress was given by Commander in 
Chief Van Zandt, and another by 
Newton J. McGuire, department 
commander of the Sons of Veter- 


p el диа S Bor Ane 
derson arra. A Mp 
| bleaux, and an address was deliv 

| ered by James E. Watson. 


This proved a big event in Terre 


d | Haute and recalls to mind that citi- 


zens in this city used to be inter- 
ested in a common cause and will- 
ing to work toward it, but even they 
had difficulties of raising money 
for that cause. 

How many would like to go back 
down the years when the city did 
Join in and enjoy themselves and 
did accomplish a great deal? All 
hold up your hands. 
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Terre Haute Memorials Bonor 
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City’s Illustrious Citizens| 


BY MR8. LAURA BRIGGS. 
T ae HAUTE and the Wabash 

Valley has been not unmindful 
of her illustrious aons and daugh- 
ters, men and women who have gone 
forth into the world to carve names 
for themselves and bring fame to 
their native land, and others who 
have not “gone forth” but who have 
apent their Ше time in service to 
thelr community and their fellow 
citizens. 

The city and vicinity abounds in 
memorials in commemoration of the 
‘lives and deeds of her own children. 

Listing briefly a few of these 
‘memorials, we have: 

The site of Fort Harrison with its 
luge boulder pearing the bronze 
tablet on whicn 1s engraved «the 
names of those brave men who with 
Gen. Zachary ‘Taylor successfully 
defended the fort against the attack 
of the Indians und thus made the 
Wabash Valley safe for the homes 
of the white man. 

To the soldiers and sailors of 


later wars is dedicated the monu- | 


‘ment on the Court House lawn. 
The Memorial Stadium stands in 
‘honor of our World War heroes and 
|the bronze tablets at the entrance 
|bear the names of those whom we 
‘hold fn reverence. 

| In Highland Lawn Cemetery is 
ithe Memorial Circle dedicated to all 
soldiers who have served their 
country, and in Woodlawn Ceme- 
tery ів the monument erected to the 
imemory of eleven soldiers of the 
[Confederate Army who died as 
[prisoners of war in Terre Haute. . 


| Markers for Pioneers. 
| 


Then there are memorials of dif- 
iferent types commemorating in- 
dividuals who, in one way or an- 
other, have achleved notable things, 
The monument to Col. Richard W. 
Thompson erected on the Court 
House lawn, a monument to Claude 
Herbert, a hero who gave his Hfe 
trying to save othere in the great 
| fire of 1898; another to Joseph Lis- 
| 1on, a ploneer who plowed the first 
| furrow in Vigo County, grew the 
! first crop of corn in 1811 and sold 
it to William Henry Harrison, who 
| with his band of soldiers from the 
South was then bullding Fort Har- 
rison. A tal! shaft in the Markle 
Cemetery reminds us of Maj. Abra- 
ham Markle, another ploneer who 
built the mill on the banks of Otter 
| Creek, which for more than 120 
years served the community in the 
grinding of grain for its food. 

The Chauncey Rose and the Fajr- 
banks memorials, gifta to Terre 
| Haute by these distinguished sons, 
are constant reminders of their love 
Хог their homeland and our indebt- 
| edness to them. 

Yet different from buildings or 
tablets or monuments is another 
| memorial—the large bell hanging in 
| the tower of the Court House .a gift 


‘from and memorial to Col. Francis 
Vigo for whom the county was 
named. The bell was provided for 
in the wil! of Colonel Vigo and bears 
the following inscription: 
"By His Will 
$600 of the Cost of this Bell Were 
Presented by 
Francis Vigo, Vigo County, Indlana. 


A. D. 1887.” 
The list might go on and on 
jenumerating tablets, buildings, 


parks, monuments, memorials to 
this one and that If space permitted 
as evidence of the fact that as a 
community Terre Haute has taken 
time to pause and pay tribute to 
her own outstanding citizens. 

The most recent memorial which 
is still in the process of construction 
is the Paul Dresser Memorial at the 
western entrance to the city of 
Terre Haute. Although before all 
the other memorials we bow humbly 
and gladly do honor to those of our 
community who are thus commem- 
orated, perhaps it is this memorial 
to our bard, Paul Dresser, in ‘which 
for the time being we are the most 
interested because it is a part of 
now. We are doing it. It is the re- 
sult of the united efforts of the 
present generation. We can not 


forefathers have done for us.” It ie 
our own work—for our descendants 
—for all those who may live in this 
sommunity in the years to come. 
And it is the alm of the Paul Dress- 
er Memorial Association to make it 
& plece of work of which we may 
wel be proud and those coming 
after ue may look upon as an 
achievement worthy of the bard, 
Paul Dresser, who eang our Wa- 
bash River into everlasting fame. 
Hietory of Dresser. 

Pau! Dresser was born in a 
humble home not far from the Wa- 
bash River, records вау, April 23, 
1857, He died in New York City in 
1906 and was buried by the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks 
of which fraternity he was a mem- 
ber. Later his remaine were re- 
moved to Chicago, Ill., where they 
now repose. The Indiana Society of 
Chicago early paid tribute to Paul 
Dresser by obtaining a large rugged 
boulder from the region of the Wa- 
bash River whích Dresser had im- 
mortalized and placing it at the 
head of hie final resting place in St. 
Boniface Cemetery 

Several brothers and sisters ar- 
I| rived in the Dresser home to keep 
Paul company, but his chief com- 
panions were hunger, poverty and 
want. Paul played in the mud, dirt 
and the Wabash River. He attend- 


l|ed St. Joseph's Academy for a time 


and it was the ambition of his par- 


ents with their religious tendency 


| Бе worked in a bakery: 


stand off and say, "Look what очг | Јеагпей to love Paul for the charm 


his small pittance. He sold news- 
papers on the corners and streets; 
was em- 
ployed in a woolen mil] and did 
zuch odd jobs as he could find. But 
from his early life it was plain that 
Nature had designed Paul Dresser 
for a musical occupation. He sang 
songs of his own compositions and 
other. songs for patent medicine 
vendors on the street and appeared 
as a full fledged soloist on the rear 
end of a “wizard oll” wagon. Не 
soon found employment as a min- 
strel in a cheap road company. As 
he grew and learned he found a 
market for his talents in a better 
company. 

Paul wrote a few popular plays, 
but it was apparent that his best 
efforts and rewards came forth as 
а writer of songs. Не was gifted 
with the artistic skill of express- 
ing his thoughts in simple vein | 
reaching from his own heart to 
that of his listener. He loved 
beauty and happiness, He was fond 
of his home, humble as it was and 
passionately fond of his mother. His 
tribute to her he expressed as fol- 
lows: 

"As long as the world rolls 
around there wili come up little 
| petty incidents that would make us 
all kin. While cynics might refer, 

to my simple melodies as trash and 

words as maudlin sentiment, still 
to me, with apologizes to none, the 
grandest word in English or any 

other language is "t 


‘mother’. 
Days of Prosperity. 

Dresser continued writing, sing- 
ing and playing. Prosperity smiled. 
upon him. His gratitude respond- 
ed He moved his mother to Chi- 
cago and surrounded her with a 
competence. The bright lights and 
gay companies of Broadway-town 


| of his ballads and the delights of 
| his soul stirring lyrics. 

| But al the glamour of Broadway 
and the homage of hls new-found 
friends did not crowd from Paul's 
soul his love for his home land. 
In an hour of retrospection the 
memories of his childhood days 
passed before him like & dream. 
Again he was playing up and down 
the banks of his loved Wabash 
River; the moonbeams were danc- 
ing on its surface and the cand! 
lights were beginning to twinkle 
from the cottage windows while the 


longing for that humble place 
called home and the dear face of 
his mother in the doorway. 


With just such an inspiration, he 
gave to the world  Hooslerland' 
sweetest melody, “On the Banks o 
the Wabash, Far Away.” That is 
the song, the thrilling words o 
which has gripped the hearts of 
Hoosiers wherever they may be; 
the song they sing when they think 
of home and mother; a song that is 
‘sung the world around; а song that 
has touched with tenderest emo- 
tions the hearts of millions of per- 
sons; a song that is an inspiration 
to better citizenship. 


His Most Famous Song. 


| Through the influence of friends 
of Paul Dresser who recognized the 
worth of the song, the Indiana Leg- 


islature of 1913 designated “On the 


pA 
—a writer. a florist. a lawyer, а! 
teacher, a business man, Terre | 


Haute's mayor and a newspaper 
man—to talk about Paul Dresser 
and see if they could not raise 
enough funds to erect in some pub- 
Ne place or building. a bronze tab- 
let to honor his memory. There 
and then the Paul Dresser Memo- 
rlial Association was formed. Terre 
Haute citizens hearing of the ргој- 
ect wanted to help. The idea of 
a bronze tablet was soon outgrown. 
Funds began coming in and kept 
coming. The organization became 
state wide and nation wide. A 
memorial worthy of our native son 
became a possible reality. 


Through the influence of this or-| 
ganization Dresser's song “On the | 
Banks of the Wabash” was placed: 
in the song book of every child in! 
the schools of the state of Indiana 
and was sung by them over and 
over again. The song went home: 
with them and parents who may| 
not have sung a note for many 
years began to take up the strains. 
The tune came lilting (гоп the; 


fomes of fhe great and the lowly! 


alike. No assembly was complete 
until it had sung "On the Banks 
of the Wabash.” It was whistled 
from the lips of the delivery boy 
at the back door and those of the 
sophisticated young man—or old— 
at the wheel of the finest car roll- 
ing down the street, And there 
has been no waning in its popu- 
larity. We still are thrilled when 
the first strains of the tune reach 
our ears and like to say, “That is 
our song." We want the world to 
know about our love for Paul 
Dresser and our gratitude to him 
for having given to us such a song. 


So it was for this purpose that the 
Paul Dresser Memorial Assoctation 
was organized and incorporated. Of 
the original board of directors of 
fifteen members five have contin- 
ued with the organization as board 
members and are still persevering 
in their objective of a suitable me- 
morial to honor Paul Dresser. They 
are Max Ehrmann, George O. Dix, 
Fred G. Hein), Carl Bauermeister, | 
Sr, and William Е. Cronin. Other 
members of the board of directors 
were Ora Davis, then mayor of 
Terre Haute; William Penn, Her-| 
bert Briggs, William K. Hamilton, | 
C. T. Jewett, S. W. Snively, Robert 


| D. Heinl, Theodore Dreiser, Wood 
| Posey and Emma Herber. 


Some of 
this group have gone to their final 
reward, some have gone to distant 
lands and others for various rea- 
sons have withdrawn from the or- 
ganization. From time to time new 
directors have been chosen to fill 
the vacancies and to preserve the 
number of fifteen in accordance 
with the articles of incorporation. 

Early in the life of the organi- 
zation J. Bruce Bindley, Sr, was 
selected as 115 president and it has 
been under his efficient and tire- | 
less leadership that the work of the 
Paul Dresser Memorial Association 
has gone steadily forward. The! 


Community Affairs File. 


Banks of the Wabash, Far Away" 
as the Indiana state song. Almost 
ten years later, in 1922, a small 


that Paul would grow into the 
prlesthood, but for Paul this had 
no Interest. Early he began to earn 


| 
CoNTINJOZÉOo — 


| group of men met at the Elks’ Club 
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funds so generously contributed by 
Paul's many friends has been care- 
fully guarded and Наз grown 
through interest-bearing accounts 
until a sum a little better than 
136.000 was accumulated with ‘hich 
to begin actual work of the - 
moria]. 

With due consideration for all 
suggestions which were submitted 
tor the memorial, the organization 
belleved that it should be located 
near the playgrounds of Paul's 
childhood, on the banks of the 
Wabash River which he had immor- 
talized. The commtttee looked about 
and against much opposition se- 
lected a spot on the west side of 
the river, a most unsightly spot at 
that time, commonly known as the 
“city dump.” 
of the deciding points in its favor. 
It was the entrance to our city. 
Past this location all travelers com- 
ing from the west approached 
Terre Haute, They received their 
first and most lasting impression of 
what we were. It was a point of 
civic pride that this locality should 
be changed from such an undesir- 
able place to one of beauty, a place 
that would linger pleasantly in the 
memory of travelers, both those 
coming into the city from the west 
and those having traversed the 
city who were bidding it adieu. 

Then, too, there were those peo- 
ple living in the vicinity to be con- 
sidered. What would have given 
Paul Dresser greater happiness 
than to know that the class of peo- 
ple who were living in the nelgh- 
borhood of the “city dump" were 
| being lifted to a higher plane of 
life by the thing which was to do 
him honor? And that 1s being done. 

It has been a rather long, up- 
hill undertaking and the memorial 


{is stil! in the making. But the as- # 


sociation believes it has accom- 
plished some things worth while 
and that the memorial is well on 
its way to completion. With the 
| help of the federal government by 
| WPA labor and the co-operation of 
| city administrations work has gone 
| steadily forward. A traveler com- 
ling into Terre Haute is greeted, not 
| with the refuse, dirt and debris 
which used to be the dump, but 
| with a pleasing park shaded by 


sycamore trees, which invites him |, 


to pause a while as he catches the 
gleam of the candles through the 
sycamores and watches the waters 
of the Wabash gliding past. 

If he happens along when schoo! 
is not in session, be it early morn- 
ing or later in the day, he may see 

just to the south of the park the 
Dresser playground full of happy 
children made so by the supply of 
play equipment installed there as a 
unit of the Paul Dresser Memorial 
by the association. Should he step 
into the school building he would 
be told by the teachers that the 
playground has been a great help to 
them in their recreational and 
health programs. Children who had 
formerly come to school with soiled 
hands and faces—and bodies—came 
now bright and shining, more 
thoughtful of others and kinder to 
the younger children; thefr cloth- 
ing even in much better condition 


| 
| 
1 


Indeed that was one | 


| because the uplifting influence bad 

| been carried into their homes. They 

: feel that the park and playground 

| аге some things they must live up 
to. Should the traveler wish to 
quench his thirst, as the children 
frequently do, he has only to step 
to the fountain to obtain that coo! 
refreshing drink of water. 

| 


pen 


Part of Park System. 


From the inception of the Dresse’ 
Memorial Park. it has been the in 
tention of the association upon the 
completion of the memorial to turn 
it over to the city of Terre Haute 
so that it would thus become a part 
of the city park system. Due to 
the necessity for WPA labor it was 
deemed best to make the transfer 
at once and the deeds to all prop- 
erty belonging to the Paul Dresser 
Memorial Association were made 
and delivered this past Summer. 
However the remaining funds are 
still under the control of the as- 
sociation and will be used to com- 
plete the park and place a suitable 
memorial proper, some beautiful 
piece of art, a symbol which will be 
an expression of the gratitude of 
every loyal Hoosier heart, an as- 
surance that we of Terre Haute and 
Indiana have not forgotten the bard 
who immortalized in song our mod- 
est stream" and bequeathed to us 
his deathless ballad, "On the Banks 
of the Wabash, Far Away.” 

At the last annual meeting of the 
association the following officers 
were chosen to continue the work of 
the organization: J. Bruce Bindley, 
Sr., president; Fred С. Heinl, vice 
president; Robert F, Nitsche, treas- 
urer, and Mrs. Herbert Briggs, eec- 
retary. Members of the board of di- 
rectore in addition to the officers 
are Max Ehrmann, Fred Powell, 
Robert Nunn, Carl Bauermeister, 
Sr, L. J. Quinlin, George O. Dix, 
Dewey Annakin, Charles E. Piety, 
R. L. McCormick, William F. Cro- 
nin and Mayor Joseph P. Duffy. 

The members of this association 
believe that when they have com- 
pleted their task the result of their 
years of labor will be a memorial in 
every way worthy of our bard, Paul! 
Dresser, and a worthwhile addition 
to the list of memorials of which 
Terre Haute and the Wabash Val- 
ley feels justly proud. 
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